
IS IT UNSAFE TO OBTAIN DENTAL RADIOGRAPHS ON PREGNANT PATIENTS?

Take them case by case and consult with an 
OB provider if needed and don’t do anything 
that can safely wait until after the pregnancy

Patient comfort and risk of syncope

Check their medical history as with 
any patients

Call MD prior to treatment

Try not to take x-rays until after the 
pregnancy unless for an emergency

For most patients who are pregnant, will 
wait until after birth for routine radiographs

Pregnant women should refrain from any 
procedures that are not necessary with the 
exception of preventive medication
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In addition to providing oral health care to pregnant 
women, there is an opportunity to educate expectant 
mothers about the transmission of bacteria from the 
mother to infants to prevent dental caries in children.

When asked which trimester do you provide dental 
radiographs, the results were 40% during the first 
trimester, 80% during the second trimester and 65% 
during the third trimester.


