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I.
Program Abstract
The purpose of this program is to promote community health center participation in the national Give Kids A Smile event on Friday, February 2, 2007, coordinated by the American Dental Association.  This annual event, also known as National Children’s Dental Access Day, was designed to provide education, preventive and restorative care to low-income and other disadvantaged children who do not have access to care, and raise awareness about the need to address children’s oral health on a local and state level.

The presentation will describe the background of the Give Kids A Smile program before demonstrating how my community health center, Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. of Brawley, CA participated in past, as well as future events.  Finally, the program will describe how community health centers can still get involved in 2007 using the ADA website to register, plan and hold their event.

II.
Program Summary

Community Responsiveness


Give Kids A Smile (Registered Trademark) is an annual one-day event that is meant to accomplish two things:  to help children get the dental care they so desperately need and raise awareness that our children deserve a better health care system that addresses their dental health needs.  It isn’t designed to be a cure-all—but as a wake-up call to politicians, parents and others who care to work together toward a solution, to recognize good oral health is integral to overall health, and the need for commonsense market-based solutions and other reforms that will encourage more dentists to participate in public health insurance programs.  The American Dental Association and its state dental societies use the statistics generated each year to alert the national and state legislators and other policymakers.

Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc., a Federally Qualified Health Center participated in Give Kids A Smile in 2005 and 2006, beginning with providing oral screening exams in our medical clinic in Brawley, CA and providing oral screening exams and topical fluoride treatments in our new medical/dental clinic located in the migrant farming community of Mecca, CA in the following year.  Our 2007 proposal includes oral screening exams and topical fluoride treatments at for 100 kindergarten students at two sites:  Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary in El Centro, CA on February 1 and Miguel Hidalgo Elementary in Brawley, CA on February 2.  Ninety percent of these students are at the 100% poverty level.  


Our Imperial County, located at the Southeastern most corner of California along the US-Mexico International Border, has the worst unemployment rate in California at 24%.  Our desert climate can reach 120 degrees in the summer.  We have a large migrant and Spanish-speaking only population in our agriculturally-based economy, which ranks fifth in the United States in production.  
II.
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Innovation


The Give Kids A Smile event emerged in 2002 from the Greater St. Louis Dental Society and a group of dentists who set up a temporary full-service clinic that treated nearly 400 children over a two day period.  It became a national event in 2003, coordinated by the American Dental Association.  It remains innovative not just because it brings oral healthcare to underserved children across the country on a single day, but for its greater message to the local and statewide policymakers about the importance of oral healthcare to all children.  The success of Give Kids A Smile occurs when leaders on every level recognize the importance and act upon it to make it not just a one-day opportunity for children’s care, but to seek more sustainable solutions to the dental needs of the underserved children.


Give Kids A Smile is a core part of National Children’s Dental Health Month held each February.  Give Kids A Smile, also know as National Children’s Dental Access Day, is held the first Friday of February.  National Children’s Dental Health Month focuses on providing oral health education to all children despite their economic status.  Give Kids A Smile was designed to provide education, preventative and restorative care to low-income children who do not have access to care.

Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. is uniquely poised to address the underserved population as the only FQHC in the region.  We are the only dental clinic that will accept patients regardless of their ability to pay and do not limit our practice to those with Denti-Cal (Medicaid).  The community depends on our ability to take care of the underserved, so we get a large turnout whenever we participate in health fair activities, such as Give Kids A Smile.

II. Program Summary

Collaboration/Integration

Give Kids A Smile would not be possible on a national level without the support of the American Dental Association.  The ADA promotes the event and builds the infrastructure necessary to make it a success—namely, raising awareness of the need for oral health care solutions for the underserved children of the US.
The American Dental Association also fosters partnerships with various companies to provide products and intangibles for GKAS programs.  The major corporate sponsors are Colgate-Palmolive Company, Sullivan-Schein, and DEXIS Digital X-ray, with other sponsors, as well.

Individual dentists and community health centers are eligible to receive various dental supplies to participate in Give Kids A Smile, including toothbrushes, toothpastes and other dental equipment and products.  Registrants must meet request deadlines specified on the ADA Web site (www.ada.org) in order to qualify for donated products and although there are many kits available for distribution, there is a finite supply.

On a local level, my FQHC, Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. depended on the resources provided to us from the Give Kids A Smile Program in order to play a role in our children’s health on National Children’s Dental Access Day.  
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Outcomes

In 2006, Give Kids A Smile had 12,000 dentists and 27,000 additional dental team volunteers who participated to provide free treatment to over 500,000 underserved children in approximately 2000 locations in the US and had over $3 million dollars in products and services donated by corporate sponsors.  In all, a grand total of over $38 million in dental education, screening, treatment and products were given to the underserved children of the US.
In 2005, Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. screened and provided oral hygiene instruction to the parents of 25 children at our Brawley Medical Center.  Our local newspaper interviewed us for a story and two television stations with camera crews filmed and used our event their evening editions (including one from Mexico).  In 2006, Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc. screened, provided oral hygiene instructions for 40 children, as well as giving 25 topical fluoride treatments at our newly opened Medical-Dental center in Mecca, CA.

II.
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Replication/Sustainability


Give Kids A Smile is worth replicating in the community health center system to help children get the dental care they need by essentially getting them through the door and also to raise awareness to the dental health needs in the health care system to legislators and policymakers.  It is also a positive event through which community health centers can partner with other community service organizations, the dental and business community to promote oral health. Community health centers are accustomed to addressing access to care for the underserved, making them a perfect fit to participating in Give Kids A Smile.  
Unfortunately, community health centers have not always played a role in this annual event.  For my San Diego/Imperial County region, there were only eight dentists/organizations registered to participate in the 2006 Give Kids A Smile event and who received free dental supplies, and only two of them were community health centers (including mine).  It would be worth helping more community health centers register and successfully propose programs that qualify for free products to use and give to the children. 
II.
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Administrative Effectiveness


The American Dental Association’s Give Kids A Smile website is at 
http://www.ada.org/prof/events/featured/gkas and it provides all the necessary administrative information for community health centers or individual dentists.  Such information on the Give Kids A Smile program includes:

· Introduction and background

· Contact information

· Frequently asked questions

· Group program planning and publicity kit (planning, promoting, resources sections)

· Individual dentist planning guide (for smaller scale events)
· Privacy forms

· Acknowledgement forms

· Instructions for online sign-up

· List of sponsors and products

· Sign-up for e-communications

· Actual sign-up and update program information.  The deadline for sign-up is February 2, 2007 for GKAS in 2007, but the deadline to qualify for free products for an event is November 15, 2006.  However, the ADA is currently looking at options for increasing participation of community health centers in the 2007 Give Kids A Smile during and immediately after the 2006 National Primary Oral Health Care Conference—because at the date of the Conference, the deadline will have already passed to qualify for free products.  Without any guarantees, the ADA is currently checking with its sponsors to find an incentive for community health centers that learn about Give Kids A Smile at the Conference and decide to participate.  The Give Kids A Smile program recognizes the important role the community health centers play in providing dental care opportunities for children, including National Children’s Dental Access Day.
The goal of this abstract is to outline all the available resources from the American Dental Association for community health centers who want to participate in Give Kids A Smile, and to show how administration of the program at each site can be done efficiently with the ADA resources. 

The effectiveness of a Give Kids A Smile Program also depends on personnel resources.  For Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo, Inc., the dental director (myself) participated in 2005 and 2006 with one to two assistants helping with the program at a time.  Our program has not involved any other partner, since our events were held in our own clinics.  We will partner with the El Centro Elementary and Brawley Elementary School Districts for our 2007 event.
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