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One of the biggest gaps in health care for adults in the low socioeconomic bracket is oral health care.  Many states provide for dental access and care for children; however adults are often significantly underserved.  Community Health Center, Inc was recently awarded a grant to deliver primary medical and substance abuse services to the homeless population.  “Wherever You Are, Health Care for the homeless program” incorporated portable dental equipment to deliver oral health services as well in three towns served by CHC service area.  This program “sets up” in various shelters including soup kitchens, shelters, and various social service agencies.  Patients are identified and treated at the distant location and any follow up treatment needed is provided at on ot the established CHC, Inc. clinic.  The role a the care coordinator is crucial in this process.  Portable dental equipment has been used in this setting to eliminate some of the access barriers for the homeless population and delivers preventative dental care as well as oral cancer screening. 
