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Detroit Oral Cancer Prevention Project
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African-American males in the city of Detroit and Wayne County had the highest age-adjusted oral cancer incidence rate in the US in 2000.  The Detroit Oral Cancer Prevention Project aims to achieve three of the Healthy People 2010 objects: (1) reduce the oropharyngeal death rate, (2) increase the proportion of oral cancer detected at an early stage, and (3) increase the proportion of adults screened for oral cancers.

An integrated program initiated in the Detroit Metro area includes a mass media campaign using billboards and radio ads to promote screening, a toll-free hotline providing information on oral cancer and scheduling adults for a free screening, a community outreach program providing small-group educations sessions, and an online continuing education program for healthcare and dental providers.  The online program was also disseminated to 7 other comparison counties that are not part of the media campaign.
The Project has screened over 500 adults, successfully targeting African American males over age 40 years (50% of those screened), and detecting 4 adults with cancer.

